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I n t ro d u c t i o n

This booklet rev i ews many timeless economic principles from a
b i blical pers p e c t ive. It shows us how to manage our financial affa i rs
f rom a go d ly point of view. Tu rn the page to begin an import a n t
B i ble-based study. You have nothing to lose and mu ch to ga i n !
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I n t ro d u c t i o n

Mo n ey makes the wo rld go ro u n d, or so it seems. Vast sums
ch a n ge hands eve ry day in a global economy that affects virt u a l ly
eve ry man, woman and child on the planet.

Pa ra d ox i c a l ly, in this time of wealth and opport u n i t y, millions of
people stru ggle to surv ive economically. With consumer credit re a ch-
ing gi gantic pro p o rt i o n s , m a ny find themselves mired in debt. A n x i e t y
about money mat t e rs takes an enormous toll on mental and phy s i c a l
health and ge n e ral we l l - b e i n g.

Wh at can you do about money pro blems? Wh e re can you turn fo r
s i m p l e, p ractical guidelines to help manage your personal fin a n c e s ?
L i b ra ries and bookstores provide re a d e rs with va rious principles and
t h e o ries about money management. Books and videotapes assure
re a d e rs they can be fin a n c i a l ly successful; others tell us we can
become millionaires pra c t i c a l ly ove rn i g h t .

But do you re a l i ze that sound principles are to be found in a
book you pro b ably alre a dy own? The Holy Bible offe rs prove n
financial advice and economic guidelines. The book of Prove r b s
alone reveals mu ch about how to manage your personal fin a n c e s .
When we ap p ly the principles we can find in Prove r b s , t h ey usually
a dd up to economic success, financial stability and peace of mind.

Jesus Christ talked about freedom from economic wa n t : “I am
come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abu n-
d a n t ly ” ( John 10:10). A bundant life includes financial peace of mind.
Th roughout the Bible we can find specific financial principles and
a dv i c e. When we pro p e rly ap p ly them, t h ey wo rk for our benefit .
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ch i l d re n ’s ch i l d re n , but the wealth of the sinner is stored up for the
ri g h t e o u s ” ( P roverbs 13:22).

Spiritual traps to avoid

These positive ex a m p l e s , h oweve r, do not give the whole picture.
The fo l l ower of God who wants to make money but continue to 
fo l l ow God must avoid certain spiritual traps. It becomes easy, as 
a person accumu l ates wo rl d ly go o d s , to view money — rather than
God—as a source of protection and stability (Proverbs 18:11).

The apostle Paul talked about money and temptat i o n : “ . . . Th o s e
who desire to be ri ch fall into temptation and a snare, and into many
foolish and harmful lusts wh i ch drown men in destruction and perd i-
tion. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of ev i l , for wh i ch
some have strayed from the faith in their gre e d i n e s s , and pierc e d
t h e m s e l ves through with many sorrow s ” (1 Ti m o t hy 6:9-10).

It is from these wo rds that some people get the idea that the Bibl e
t e a ches that m o n e y is the root of all evil. Howeve r, Paul wrote some-
thing considerably diffe re n t : t h at “the love of money is a root of all
kinds of ev i l .” M o n ey itself is not an ev i l , but elevating money and
m at e rial wealth to a gre ater pri o rity than it is pro p e rly due is a gre at
s p i ritual trap .

In this passage Paul elab o rates on the pers p e c t ive towa rd we a l t h
t h at Jesus Christ had given many ye a rs earl i e r. In speaking of a
C h ri s t i a n ’s proper pri o rities (Mat t h ew 6:24-33), Jesus said, “ You 
cannot serve God and mammon” ( ve rse 24). The English mammon 
is tra n s l ated here from a similar A ramaic wo rd that means ri ch e s ,
e s p e c i a l ly ri ches that turn one’s attention away from God.

While re c ognizing that people have physical needs, C h rist empha-
s i zed that our pri o rity must always be God. Jesus taught that we mu s t
“seek first the kingdom of God and His ri g h t e o u s n e s s , and all these
things shall be added . . .” ( ve rse 33).

Pa u l ’s comments to Ti m o t hy teach us not to make money a god or
to allow it to come between us and God. Money is simply a tool that
can be used for either good or bad. The key lies in our at t i t u d e. Pa u l
a dds this advice to the we a l t hy : “Command those who are ri ch in this
p resent age not to be haughty, nor to trust in uncertain riches but in
the living God, who gives us ri ch ly all things to enjoy. Let them do
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Wh at Is Money? 

People hold widely dive rgent views about money. Some view it as
the root of all evil and believe that pove rty brings one closer to God.
O t h e rs accept the health-and-wealth go s p e l : t h at Christians are almost
a u t o m at i c a l ly destined to become fin a n c i a l ly successful if not fabu-
l o u s ly we a l t hy. Those who hold either of these contra d i c t o ry ideas
think it comes dire c t ly from the Bibl e.

Is money good or evil? To lay a fo u n d ation for managing one’s
fin a n c e s , we must begin by considering wh at money is and whether 
it is proper for Christians to accumu l ate we a l t h .

Wealth and the Bible
The first time the Bible mentions someone with a lot of money, i t

speaks of a righteous man, A b ra h a m , who “ was ve ry ri ch in live s t o ck ,
in silve r, and in go l d ” (Genesis 13:2). Later we find God pro m i s i n g
t h at through this man’s descendants all nations of the earth would be
blessed (Genesis 18:18; 22:18; 26:4). A b raham was we a l t hy, but he
was also “the father of all those who believe ” (Romans 4:11).

God is not opposed to ri ches. In fa c t , He is the ori gi n ator of fin a n-
cial blessings (1 Samuel 2:7; Proverbs 10:22) and reminids us that
p e rsonal diligence can also lead to wealth (Proverbs 10:4).

When we have more money than we need for normal ex p e n s e s , we
a re wise to save some for later use. The Bible speaks well of the save r,
noting that the ant wisely stores up food for the winter (Proverbs 6:6-
11). It speaks favo rably of someone who would provide for his ch i l-
d ren and gra n d ch i l d re n : “A good man leaves an inheritance to his
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God has revealed in His Wo rd, the Bibl e, all essential know l e d ge
t h at humans need to come into harm o ny with His ways in both 
s p i ritual and physical mat t e rs. God has given His people specific
i n s t ructions for supporting the poor (Deutero n o my 14:28-29; 15:1-
2; 26:12-14). His Wo rd even gives instructions for how His people
should provide fin a n c i a l ly for annual re l i gious observa n c e s
( D e u t e ro n o my12:17-18; 14:22-27).

Jesus took the lesson of spiritual and financial pri o rities a step 
f u rt h e r. “ Then Peter began to say to Him, ‘ S e e, we have left all and
fo l l owed Yo u .’So Jesus answe red and said, ‘A s s u re d ly, I say to yo u ,
t h e re is no one who has left house or bro t h e rs or sisters or father or
mother or wife or ch i l d ren or lands, for My sake and the go s p e l ’s ,
who shall not re c e ive a hundre d fold now in this time—houses and
b ro t h e rs and sisters and mothers and ch i l d ren and lands, with pers e-
cutions—and in the age to come, e t e rnal life’” ( ve rses 28-30). Here,
Jesus promises physical and spiritual rewa rds for putting Him first. 

7Managing Your Finances

go o d, that they be rich in good works, re a dy to give, willing to share,
s t o ring up for themselves a good fo u n d ation for the time to come, t h at
t h ey may lay hold on eternal life ” (1 Ti m o t hy 6:17-19, e m p h a s i s
a dded thro u g h o u t ) .

Can we seek wealth and eternal life?
On another occasion, a young man asked Jesus Christ wh at one

must do to inherit eternal life. After Jesus told him he must ke ep
G o d ’s commandments, the man responded that he had kept them
f rom his youth (Mark 10:17-20). “ Then Je s u s , looking at him, l ove d
h i m , and said to him, ‘One thing you lack : Go your way, sell wh at-
ever you have and give to the poor, and you will have tre a s u re in
h e aven; and come, t a ke up the cro s s , and fo l l ow Me.’But he was sad
at this wo rd, and went away sorrow f u l , for he had gre at possessions. 

“ Then Jesus looked around and said to His disciples, ‘ H ow hard it
is for those who have ri ches to enter the kingdom of God!’And the
disciples we re astonished at His wo rds. But Jesus answe red again and
said to them, ‘ C h i l d re n , h ow hard it is for those who t rust in riches t o
enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go through the
eye of a needle than for a ri ch man to enter the kingdom of God’”
( ve rses 21-25). (See also “ The Eye of a Needle,” p age 7.)

Notice the disciples’reaction when they heard Je s u s ’ c o m m e n t s
about how difficult it was for a ri ch man to enter the kingdom:
“ . . . Th ey we re gre at ly astonished, s aying among themselve s , ‘ Wh o
then can be save d ? ’ But Jesus looked at them and said, ‘ With men it
is impossibl e, but not with God; for with God all things are possibl e’”
( ve rses 26-27). Eternal life is a gift given to those who humbly seek
God (John 3:16; Romans 6:23; Ephesians 2:8-10). Eve ryo n e, wh e t h e r
ri ch or poor, must re ly on God’s mercy for eternal life.

A lesson in priorities
Jesus explained that eternal life is a spiritual issue of paramount

importance. The wealth of the man was not intrinsically wrong.
But his misplaced priorities—his improper attachment to material
wealth—was. Christ perceived that the man was more interested 
in his money than God. Indeed, the young man was despondent
over Christ’s words “and went away sorrowful, for he had great
possessions” (Mark 10:22).
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What did Jesus Christ mean when
He said, “It is easier for a camel to
go through the eye of a needle than
for a rich man to enter the kingdom
of God”? (Mark 10:25). Although
the scriptural context is clear—Jesus
was warning His followers not to put
their trust in riches—the question is
puzzling. What exactly was Jesus say-
ing? Some have believed that the
phrase eye of the needle refers to
the name of a small gate into a city
t h rough which camels had to kneel
to enter. A number of Bible re s o u rc e s
show that this interpretation is incor-
rect. Here is what one re p re s e n t a t i v e
re s o u rce says: 

“Jesus’ words [in Matthew 19:24,
Mark 10:25 and Luke 18:25] that it is

easier for a rich man to enter heaven
than ‘for a camel to go through the
eye of a needle,’ re flect an idea found
in early rabbinic writing. There is no
a rchaeological or historical support for
the common idea that the ‘needle’s
eye’ was a small pedestrian gate
t h rough the city wall. The statement
simply means that humanly speaking,
this is an impossible thing. Only a
divine miracle can make it possible”
(N e l s o n ’s Illustrated Bible Dictionary,
1986, “Tools of the Bible”).

It appears that Christ’s words must
be taken literally. Just as it is impossible
for a camel to go through the tiny eye
of a needle, it is equally impossible for
those who trust in riches, instead of
God, to enter the Kingdom of God.

The Eye of a Needle
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The Right Use 
of Money

Since money is a tool that can be used for good or bad, it is
i m p o rtant that we understand the Bibl e ’s instruction on how we are
to use it. The Bible gives directions and principles about the way we
should use our financial re s o u rces. But, b e fo re considering the
s p e c i fic s , we need to understand God’s pers p e c t ive and wh at He
does for each one of us.

God reveals He is the Cre ator of heaven and earth. As such , eve ry-
thing belongs to Him. “ . . . All the earth is Mine,” He decl a res (Exodus
19:5). This includes all precious metals (Haggai 2:8), animals (Psalm
50:11) and people (Ezekiel 18:4).

When God made man in His image (Genesis 1:26-27), He “put him
in the ga rden of Eden to tend and ke ep it” (Genesis 2:15). A d a m ’s job
was to care for the ga rd e n .

After Adam sinned by eating of the fo r b i dden fru i t , God told
h i m : “ C u rsed is the ground for your sake; in toil you shall eat of it
all the days of your life. Both thorns and thistles it shall bring fo rt h
for yo u , and you shall eat the herb of the fie l d. In the swe at of yo u r
face you shall eat bread till you re t u rn to the gro u n d, for out of it
you we re taken; for dust you are, and to dust you shall re t u rn ”
(Genesis 3:17-19).

L i ke A d a m , we must wo rk to sustain our lives. Human beings,
h oweve r, a re not self-sufficient. God continues to help us, p rov i d i n g
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So He cl e a rly is not against pro s p e ri t y — p rovided we don’t make it
the gre atest pri o rity in our live s .

Ke eping pri o rities straight can be quite a ch a l l e n ge for people
who have been blessed with mat e rial goods. The ri ch must not
g l o ry in their ri ches (Je remiah 9:23). We must remember Chri s t ’s
i n s t ruction rega rding our pri o ri t i e s : “ . . . Lay up for yo u rs e l ves tre a-
s u res in heave n , wh e re neither moth nor rust destroys and wh e re
t h i eves do not break in and steal. For wh e re your tre a s u re is, t h e re
your heart will be also” ( M at t h ew 6:20-21).

People are pre j u d i c e d
People can be prejudiced about money. Sometimes the we a l t hy

despise the poor, and sometimes the poor despise the ri ch. Jesus did
not hold such biases. He ate with tax collectors and sinners , wa s
called their friend (Mat t h ew 9:10; 11:19) and ministered to the poor
( M at t h ew 11:5).

Yet He showed no partiality and could also be found with the ri ch
( M at t h ew 27:57; Luke 19:1-10). A we a l t hy man so admired Je s u s
t h at he bu ried Him in his unused fa m i ly tomb (Mat t h ew 27:57-60).
Jesus Christ died for all of humanity, rega rdless of anyo n e ’s social 
or financial standing.

The Scri p t u res we have just rev i ewed show that money is neutra l
—neither good nor bad. Our attitude t owa rd it, h oweve r, is impor-
tant. Money tests our allegiance; it makes ap p a rent whether we are
committed to God or to our possessions. At best, m o n ey is a tool we
use for important purposes. In the next ch apter we will see that
C h rist taught that a Christian has financial obl i gations—to God and
his fe l l ow m a n .
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p rophets and priests. Now, in this age, He uses His Church , H i s
called-out fo l l owe rs. Jesus Christ commissioned His fo l l owe rs to
p ro claim the “ gospel of the kingdom of God” to all nations (Mark
1:14-15; Mat t h ew 24:14; 28:19-20). Chri s t ’s message — “ t h e
gospel”—is far more ex t e n s ive than many unders t a n d. (To discove r
the biblical truth about the message Jesus Christ brought and taught,
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for us in ways we cannot. “He causes the grass to grow for the cat t l e,
and vege t ation for the service of man, t h at he may bring fo rth fo o d
f rom the eart h ,” He tells us (Psalm 104:14).

When we enjoy the fruit of our lab o rs , we should remember that
eve rything we have is ultimat e ly a gift from God, the Maker of eve ry-
t h i n g. “As for eve ry man to whom God has given ri ches and we a l t h ,
and given him power to eat of it, to re c e ive his heri t age and rejoice 
in his labor—this is the gift of God” ( E c clesiastes 5:19). With a few
ex c eptions (see “ The Bible and Wo rk ,” p age 11), wo rking hard and
e n j oying the resulting fruits of one’s labor are go d ly principles most
people understand and accept as a fundamental part of life.

The work of God
Yet humans are not the only ones who wo rk. Jesus Christ said God

the Father wo rks (John 5:17). As a spirit being (John 4:24), God does
not need fo o d, shelter and clothing to surv ive. His wo rk is spiri t u a l
and humanitarian. John 3:16 summari zes God’s motivation for eve ry-
thing He does towa rd mankind: “ For God so loved the wo rld that He
gave His only begotten Son, t h at wh o ever believes in Him should not
p e rish but have eve rlasting life.” This wo rk of God, wh i ch He bega n
b e fo re the fo u n d ation of the wo rld (Mat t h ew 25:34; Reve l ation 13:8;
1 Ti m o t hy 1:9), c o n t i nu e s .

S i m i l a rly, God expects spiritual and humanitarian wo rk of us. 
Just as we wo rk to sustain ours e l ves phy s i c a l ly, we must wo rk for 
a gre ater spiritual purp o s e. The apostle Paul tells us, “ For we are
His wo rk m a n s h i p , c re ated in Christ Jesus fo r good works, wh i ch
God prep a red befo rehand that we should walk in them” ( E p h e s i a n s
2:10). We cannot earn salvation by human effo rt s , but God makes it
clear that we we re also cre ated to do “ good wo rk s ” t h at have a vital
s p i ritual dimension.

The money we earn from our physical and mental effo rts can be
p ro fit ably used to support important spiritual concepts and endeavo rs .
L e t ’s examine and understand an important biblical principle the early
C h u rch pra c t i c e d.

Our financial priority
Th roughout the ages God has seen to it that a true message of

hope has been pre s e rved and spre a d. He first used His pat ri a rch s ,
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Some in the church at Thessalonica
who were able to work apparently chose
not to do so. Instead, they expected others
to provide for their physical needs.

In addressing this issue, the apostle
Paul wrote to the church in that city, “Now
we exhort you, bre t h ren, warn those who
a re unruly . . .” (1 Thessalonians 5:14). The
G reek word for u n ru l y is a t a k t o s . T h i s
w o rd “was especially a military term ,
denoting ‘not keeping rank, insubord i-
nate’; it is used in 1 Thes. 5:14, describing
c e rtain church members who manifested
an insubordinate spirit, whether by
excitability or officiousness or idleness”
(Vi n e ’s Complete Expository Dictionary of
Old and New Testament Wo rd s , 1 9 8 5 ,
“ D i s o rd e r l y ” ) .

Being idle or lazy is not in step with
G o d ’s expectations of our behavior.

In Paul’s second letter to this same con-
g regation, he again addressed this situa-
tion: “But we command you, bre t h ren, in
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you
withdraw from every brother who walks
d i s o rderly [a t a k t o s] and not according to
the tradition which he received from us.
For you yourselves know how you ought
to follow us, for we were not disord e r l y
[a t a k t e o] among you; nor did we eat any-
o n e ’s bread free of charge, but worked

with labor and toil night and day, that we
might not be a burden to any of you, not
because we do not have authority, but to
make ourselves an example of how you
should follow us” (2 Thessalonians 3:6-9).

Paul, to show that his motives were
p u re and to avoid being accused of taking
advantage of the members of Thessa-
lonica, cited his own example of having
worked to support himself when he was in
the area earlier. Although he had the right
to be supported by them in exchange for
his ministering to them (1 Corinthians 9:1-
18), he chose not to.

Paul continued: “For even when we
w e re with you, we commanded you this:
If anyone will not work, neither shall he
eat. For we hear that there are some who
walk among you in a disorderly manner,
not working at all, but are busybodies.
Now those who are such we command
and exhort through our Lord Jesus Christ
that they work in quietness and eat their
own bread” (verses 10-12).

Since other biblical instruction calls for
helping the needy (Matthew 19:21; Gala-
tians 2:10), Paul is obviously corre c t i n g
those who were able to work but chose not
to do so. If we are able, God expects us to
work so we can provide for our own needs
and not unnecessarily burden others.

The Bible and Wo r k
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Examples of righteousness
The first mention of tithing in the Bible is in Genesis 14. Here,

A b ram (later renamed A b raham; Genesis 17:5), the same person 
l ater extolled as a model of behavior for Christians (Galatians 3:29;
Romans 4:11), e n gaged in a rescue mission to free his nep h ew, L o t ,
who had been taken cap t ive (Genesis 14:1-14).

After successfully rescuing Lot and re c ove ring va rious go o d s ,
A b ram met with Melch i ze d e k , “the priest of God,” and “ gave him a
tithe of all” ( ve rses 16-20). Note that A b raham tithed on e v e ry t h i n g—
not just agri c u l t u ral produce as some have concl u d e d.

L ater we read of A b ra h a m ’s grandson Jacob making this pro m i s e
to God: “ . . . Of all that You give me I will sure ly give a tenth to
Yo u ” (Genesis 28:22). The practice of tithing, we see, p re d ated the
ancient nation of Israel and the national covenant God made with
the Isra e l i t e s .

As time passed, the descendants of A b ra h a m , Isaac and Jacob grew
into the nation of Israel. After rescuing them from slave ry in Egy p t ,
God instructed the Israelites on how to be a holy nation (Exodus
19:6). Pa rt of their obedience that would make them “a special 
t re a s u re to Me ab ove all people” ( ve rse 5) entailed tithing on the
“ i n c re a s e ” God gave them year by year (Deutero n o my 14:22).

This basic biblical principle applies in our wo rl d. A fa rmer has cer-
tain expenses like seed, fe rt i l i ze r, f u e l , cost of equipment and perhap s
rent for the land he fa rms befo re a crop is sown. The amount of
i n c rease is determined by subtracting the costs of doing business fro m
the payment he re c e ives for his harvest. Similar calculations wo u l d
ap p ly in most endeavo rs , whether we are self-employed or wo rk fo r
someone else.

Change in the law’s application
After determining the tithe, or tenth, of one’s incre a s e, G o d

i n s t ructed that this increase was to be given to the Lev i t e s , who we re
re s p o n s i ble for taking care of the tab e rn a cle (Numbers 1:50-53). A f t e r
re c e iving the tithes, t h ey, t o o , we re expected to tithe on their incre a s e
( N u m b e rs 18:26; Nehemiah 10:38).

Since Je s u s ’c ru c i fixion and re s u rre c t i o n , He has “become High
P riest fo rever according to the order of Melch i ze d e k ” ( H eb rew s
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be sure to request your free copy of the booklet The Gospel of the
K i n g d o m .) Dedicating a portion of our incomes to this noble cause
can make it possible for the good new s , this message of hope, to be
p ro claimed throughout the wo rl d.

When Jesus sent out His disciples to spread the gospel of the
Kingdom (Mat t h ew 10:1), He said, “ Fre e ly you have re c e ive d,
f re e ly give ” ( ve rse 8). The disciples did not have to ch a rge others to
p rovide for their physical needs because those needs we re vo l u n t a r-
i ly supplied by those who heard their message (Mat t h ew 10:11;
L u ke 9:3-4). As Paul later wro t e, “ E ven so the Lord has com-
manded that those who pre a ch the gospel should live from the
go s p e l ” (1 Corinthians 9:14).

The question nat u ra l ly ari s e s , h ow mu ch should we contri bute 
to further Chri s t ’s commission to pro claim the gospel? People may
d eb ate this answer endlessly, but God has alre a dy given a specific
a n swer—10 perc e n t , also called a tithe (Leviticus 27:32). In
i n s t ructing the ancient Israelites how to manage their fin a n c i a l
a ffa i rs , God said, “all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of
the land or of the fruit of the tre e, is the LO R D’S. It is holy to the
LO R D” ( L eviticus 27:30).

This passage shows us that this tithe belongs to God; it is His. It is
not ours to do with as we please. Because God owns eve ry t h i n g, H e
has the right to retain wh at ever He chooses. In re a l i t y, He is re q u e s t-
ing only that we re t u rn to Him a portion of wh at He has alre a dy
given to us.

God allows us to ke ep the gre atest portion of the physical bl e s s-
ings He provides us. He asks only that we re t u rn a perc e n t age, a
t e n t h , to Him in ack n owledgment that He is the source of all go o d
things. If we ignore this pri n c i p l e, we will rob ours e l ves of God’s
blessings (Malachi 3:8-9).

D u ring His eart h ly ministry, Jesus Christ upheld the practice of
tithing (Mat t h ew 23:23) and encouraged His fo l l owe rs to “ l ay up fo r
yo u rs e l ves tre a s u res in heave n , wh e re neither moth nor rust destroy s
and wh e re thieves do not break in and steal” ( M at t h ew 6:20).
Because tithing is a fundamental biblical principle for a more 
abundant life, l e t ’s examine this scri p t u ral practice in more detail.
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d u e, when it is in the power of your hand to do so.”
When we give to people in need, we fo l l ow the example of our

C re at o r, whose nat u re is love towa rd others (John 3:16; 1 John 4:8).
God wants us to develop the same lov i n g, c a ring concern He has fo r
all humankind. Describing this giving at t i t u d e, Paul wro t e, “Let him
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6:20). Jesus serves in the same pri e s t ly order as Melch i ze d e k , t o
whom A b raham paid tithes long ago. This ch a n ge from a Lev i t i c a l
p riesthood back to the Melch i zedek order re q u i red other ch a n ges. 

As Heb rews 7:12 say s , “ For the priesthood being ch a n ge d, o f
necessity there is also a ch a n ge of the law.” The physical pri e s t h o o d
of the Levites was replaced by the spiritual priesthood of Je s u s
C h rist. The pri e s t ly services at the temple, wh i ch we re supported 
by tithes, came to an end when the Romans cap t u red Je rusalem and
d e s t royed the temple in 70 A . D. To d ay Jesus Christ is our spiri t u a l
High Pri e s t , and His ministers have the responsibility of serv i n g
G o d ’s people. God’s tithes are now to be given to those who are
fa i t h f u l ly continuing His wo rk .

A ck n ow l e d ging God’s blessings with His tithe and honoring Him
with offe rings is the first step in setting up a financial plan gro u n d e d
in biblical principles. As Proverbs 3:9 tells us: “Honor the LO R D

with your possessions, and with the firs t f ruits of all your incre a s e ;
so your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will ove r flow
with new wine.”

P roviding for the needy

E a rly in the history of mankind, God intended for us to be our
“ b ro t h e r ’s ke ep e r.” Though Cain failed to understand this pri n c i p l e
(Genesis 4:9), God made it clear in His instructions to Isra e l : “ For the
poor will never cease from the land; there fo re I command yo u , s ay-
i n g, ‘ You shall open your hand wide to your bro t h e r, to your poor and
your needy, in your land’” ( D e u t e ro n o my 15:11).

The principle of helping the needy goes back to God’s ori gi n a l
i n s t ruction for people to care for each other. Jesus Himself said 
t h at serving others (Mat t h ew 25:31-46) and having love for one
another we re honorabl e, identifying ch a ra c t e ristics of His fo l l owe rs
( John 13:34-35).

As we are abl e, at times we need to provide additional help to the
n e e dy. As the apostle John wro t e : “But wh o ever has this wo rl d ’s
go o d s , and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him,
h ow does the love of God abide in him? My little ch i l d re n , let us not
l ove in wo rd or in tongue, but in deed and in tru t h ” (1 John 3:17-18).
P roverbs 3:27 add s , “Do not withhold good from those to whom it is
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In a confrontation with the Pharisees
and scribes over ritualistic hand-washing,
Jesus condemned the spiritual blindness
that led them to elevate their traditions
over the intent of God’s law: “‘ Well did
Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is
written: ‘This people honors Me with their
lips, but their heart is far from Me. And in
vain they worship Me, teaching as doc-
trines the commandments of men.’ For
laying aside the commandment of God,
you hold the tradition of men—the wash-
ing of pitchers and cups, and many other
such things you do.’

“And He said to them, ‘All too well
you reject the commandment of God,
that you may keep your tradition. For
Moses said, “Honor your father and your
mother”; and, “He who curses father or
m o t h e r, let him be put to death.” But you
s a y, “If a man says to his father or mother,
‘Whatever pro fit you might have re c e i v e d
f rom me is Corban’—” (that is, a gift to
God), then you no longer let him do any-
thing for his father or his mother, making
the word of God of no effect thro u g h
your tradition which you have handed
down. And many such things you do’”
(Mark 7:6-13).

What is the “Corban” mentioned in
this passage, and how does it tie in with
C h r i s t ’s words? According to N e l s o n ’s Illus-

trated Bible Dictionary, Corban is “a word
applied to a gift or offering in the Te m p l e
which declared that gift dedicated to God
in a special sense. Once a gift was off e re d
under the special declaration of Corban, it
could not be withdrawn or taken back; it
was considered totally dedicated for the
Te m p l e ’s special use. Jesus condemned the
Pharisees for encouraging the people to
make such gifts to the Temple while
neglecting their responsibility to care for
their parents . . .” (1986, “Corban”).

The I n t e rnational Standard Bible Ency-
c l o p a e d i a adds: “Anything dedicated to
the temple by pronouncing the votive
w o rd ‘Corban’ forthwith belonged to the
temple, but only ideally; actually it might
remain in the possession of him who
made the vow. So a son might be justifie d
in not supporting his old parents simply
because he designated his pro p e rty or a
p a rt of it as a gift to the temple, that is, as
‘Corban.’ There was no necessity of fulfil l-
ing his vow, yet he was actually pro h i b i t e d
f rom ever using his pro p e rty for the sup-
p o rt of his parents” (E l e c t ronic Database,
1996, Biblesoft, “Corban”).

Jesus taught that proclaiming some-
thing as Corban as an excuse for re f u s i n g
to help one’s needy parents was a violation
of the Fifth Commandment, “Honor your
father and your mother” (Exodus 20:12).

What Is ‘Corban’?
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Keys to Successful
M o n ey Management 

When we decide to use our money according to ap p l i c able scri p-
t u ral pri n c i p l e s , we soon see the need for planning and rev i ew. Notice
some advice from the book of Prove r b s :

“Be diligent to know the state of your flocks, and attend to 
your herds; for riches are not forever, nor does a crown endure to
all generations. When the hay is removed, and the tender grass
shows itself, and the herbs of the mountains are gathered in, the
lambs will provide your clothing, and the goats the price of a field;
you shall have enough goats’ milk for your food, for the food of
your household, and the nourishment of your maidservants”
(Proverbs 27:23-27).

This passage shows why we need a financial plan—a budget—
for our household. Notice that several timeless principles spring
from this passage.

Fi rs t , we need diligence to successfully implement any fin a n c i a l
plan. In the example ab ove, we are advised to care f u l ly monitor the
s t ate and condition of our animals. If an animal becomes ill, it needs
special care. Insufficient food or water for live s t o ck re q u i res immedi-
ate attention. A fa rmer with herds must look after his animals if they
a re to surv ive and the household is to pro s p e r.

H ow does this ap p ly to those of us who are n ’t fa rm e rs or ra n ch e rs ?
The fundamental lesson is that we cannot expect financial success by
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who stole steal no longe r, but rather let him lab o r, wo rking with his
hands wh at is go o d, t h at he may have something to give him who has
n e e d ” (Ephesians 4:28).

C h a ri t able giving is another fundamental step in a go d ly financial plan.

S u p p o rting your family
L e t ’s turn our attention to the fa m i ly. Paul wrote about the need to

p rovide for your nearest of kin: “ . . . If anyone does not provide fo r
his ow n , and especially for those of his household, he has denied the
faith and is wo rse than an unbelieve r ” (1 Ti m o t hy 5:8). God ex p e c t s
families and re l at ives to take care of each other if they are abl e,
b e fo re asking others for help. Refusing or neglecting to obey this
p rinciple is an aff ront to God and His instru c t i o n .

Jesus Christ ro u n d ly condemned any who would neglect God’s
i n s t ruction to care for their families (Mark 7:8-23; also see “ Wh at Is
C o r b a n ? ,” p age 15). Regre t t ably, some fail to support their fa m i l i e s .
Fat h e rs and mothers who refuse to provide for their ch i l d ren violat e
G o d ’s most basic financial responsibilities and principles and bri n g
untold hardships on their off s p ri n g. The same is true for ch i l d ren wh o
refuse to help their aged parents when they are in need.

Jesus used the principle of providing for fa m i ly members to illus-
t rate God’s love for us as His ch i l d re n : “If you then, being ev i l , k n ow
h ow to give good gifts to your ch i l d re n , h ow mu ch more will yo u r
Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask Him!”
( M at t h ew 7:11).

N ow that we have an idea of how God expects us to use our fin a n-
cial re s o u rc e s , l e t ’s look at specifics on how to establish and maintain
a wo rk able financial plan.
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you have a positive net wo rth. If it is a negat ive nu m b e r, you are in
d ebt. If you have a significant amount of deb t , rega rdless of your net
wo rt h , you need to prep a re and fo l l ow a bu d get that will help yo u
i m p rove your financial picture.

Analyze your monthly cash flo w
After determining your ove rall financial condition, the next step is

to analy ze your monthly cash flow. This will show you wh i ch dire c-
tion you are headed—whether you are accumu l ating money, h o l d i n g
s t e a dy or going further in debt. You can do this by examining yo u r
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s i m p ly devising a plan and then bl i s s f u l ly ignoring the fa c t o rs that
a ffect it. Instead, we must know wh e re, h ow and why we spend our
m o n ey. If we ignore this pri n c i p l e, we will find ours e l ves making
poor decisions and spending money we don’t have.

This passage also outlines the needs of a household and how they
must be met throughout the ye a r : h ay and herbs harvested at the
p roper time, p ro p e rty purchases wh e re and when ap p ro p ri at e, and the
need for household necessities such as clothing and a steady supply
of fo o d.

Planning is another key to successful money management. Fro m
the book of Proverbs we glean the need for fo resight. “A prudent 
man fo resees evil and hides himself, but the simple pass on and are
p u n i s h e d ” ( P roverbs 22:3).

These principles demonstrate the value of making and fo l l owing 
a bu d get. Budgeting allows us to systemat i c a l ly allocate re s o u rces to
meet our current and future needs.

When we accept God’s instruction to tithe, we automat i c a l ly begi n
the process of bu d ge t i n g. We calculate wh at comes to us as an
i n c rease and set aside perc e n t ages of that increase for God’s wo rk ,
s u i t able offe ri n g s , helping the needy and caring for our fa m i l i e s .

N ow let’s tighten our focus and ap p ly these bu d geting principles 
to our households.

Figuring your net wort h

Wh e re and how do we begin to fo rmu l ate a wo rk able financial strat-
egy for our families? Fo l l owing are some practical steps to consider.

The first step in designing a personal spending plan—a bu d ge t —
is to determine your net wo rth. In other wo rd s , find out your ove ra l l
financial condition. Begin with a list of your assets: possessions (and
their fair market value) that you own and could sell. (See the wo rk-
sheet on page 19.)

Then make a list of your deb t s : the amounts you owe to cre d i t o rs
( b a n k s , m o rt gage companies, s t o re s , c redit cards and the like ) .

S u b t ract your total indebtedness (the total of your debt list) fro m
your assets (the total monetary value of your asset list) and you have
your net wo rt h : a summary of your financial condition.

If the combination of your assets and debts is a positive nu m b e r,
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D e t e rmining Your Net Wo rt h
A s s e t s

Total in all checking and savings accounts $ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Total in all money-market accounts $ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

C u rrent value of all securities and investments $ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
(Include stocks, bonds, annuities, IRAs, etc.)

C u rrent value of life insurance (cash value) $ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

C u rrent value of home $ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

C u rrent value of any personal pro p e rt y $ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
(Include autos, rental pro p e rt y, collectibles, etc.)

Line A—Total Assets (add all the lines above) $ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

L i a b i l i t i e s

Home mortgage (balance due) $ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Total balance due on credit card s $ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Total due on other loans $ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Line B—Total Liabilities (add the three lines above) $ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Net Wo rt h (subtract Line B from Line A) $ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
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than double the purchase price of the house, with the add i t i o n a l
m o n ey going to pay the interest on the loan. Sky ro cketing costs of
n ew cars and mu l t i year loans cre ate a similar pro blem with automo-
bile loans. The more we can avoid borrowing money, the better off
we ’ll be in the long ru n .

On the other hand, sometimes it may be necessary to borrow
m o n ey. You may need it for business purp o s e s , buying a house or
p u rchasing a car. Even when you borrow money for these re a s o n s ,
it is good to be sure you have sufficient ex t ra funds for emerge n c i e s
within your bu d get befo re pro c e e d i n g. Emergencies and unex p e c t e d
expenses always ari s e.

Be cautious befo re committing yo u rself to any debt. Debts we cannot
i m m e d i at e ly rep ay have a way of compounding our financial pro bl e m s .

Buying a house

In addition to costs associated with buying a house, s u ch as a
d own payment (often 10 or 20 percent of the purchase price) and
m o rt gage fe e s , you should also consider maintenance costs and taxe s .

If you choose to sell your house, you often have to pay fees to 
a selling agent that can ra n ge up to 7 percent of the selling pri c e.
Because of these costs, buying a house and living in it for a short
time befo re selling it again may be a ch a n cy financial decision.

Other fa c t o rs you should consider when purchasing a house are
the local market (whether houses in your area are gaining or losing
va l u e ) , the location (those in desirable areas usually resell better) and
whether the house will serve your needs as well as the needs of 
a future bu ye r.

Tr a n s p o rt a t i o n

Owning an automobile is a wonderful conve n i e n c e, but it can con-
sume a large portion of any household or personal bu d get. Consider-
ing the costs of fuel, i n s u ra n c e, rep a i rs and car pay m e n t s , if yo u
cannot purchase a ve h i cle outright automobile expenses can quick ly
a dd up to a significant amount. Because of these costs, using publ i c
t ra n s p o rt ation (bu s e s , t ra i n s , e t c.) may be a better ch o i c e. A l t h o u g h
not as conve n i e n t , this option is ge n e ra l ly less ex p e n s ive.

If we need a car because public tra n s p o rt ation is not ava i l able or
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m o n t h ly income and expenses. (A wo rksheet for determining yo u r
m o n t h ly income and expenses is on pages 24-25.)

If you have money left over at the end of the month after pay i n g
all your expenses (including housing, fo o d, cl o t h i n g, u t i l i t i e s , t ra n s-
p o rt at i o n , i n s u ra n c e, t a xes and re c re at i o n ) , your net wo rth is incre a s-
i n g, and you should have money to save or invest. If you are not
meeting your ex p e n s e s , you need to make adjustments so you can 
p ay your bills. If you are in dire need of major adjustments, c a re f u l ly
read the rest of this ch apter and “ Financial Black Holes” ( b egi n n i n g
on page 36) for ways to cut ex p e n s e s .

No matter your financial dire c t i o n , d i l i ge n t , p e riodic ex a m i n at i o n
of your expenses is important to successfully managing your money.
H e re are a few things to consider about some typical ex p e n s e s .

E d u c a t i o n
One of the first issues to consider in a financial plan is educat i o n .

Although obtaining a college degree or cert i fic ation in a part i c u l a r
t rade costs money, this expense is almost always one of the best
i nvestments we can make. On ave rage, people with higher educat i o n
and marke t able job skills consistently earn more money.

P roverbs 4:5-7 tells us: “Get wisdom! Get understanding! Do not
fo rge t , nor turn away from the wo rds of my mouth. Do not fo rs a ke
h e r, and she will pre s e rve you; love her, and she will ke ep yo u .
Wisdom is the principal thing; there fo re get wisdom. And in all yo u r
ge t t i n g, get unders t a n d i n g.” Gaining additional education is one of the
best financial investments we can take. 

P roverbs 24:27 similarly adv i s e s : “ P rep a re your outside wo rk , m a ke
it fit for yo u rself in the field; and afterwa rd build your house.” In other
wo rd s , p rep a re yo u rself with the re s o u rces to make a liv i n g — t h ro u g h
e d u c ation and job tra i n i n g — b e fo re settling in and making yo u rs e l f
c o m fo rt able with mat e rial possessions.

Managing debt
Going into debt is ge n e ra l ly not a good idea. “ The borrower is ser-

vant to the lender” ( P roverbs 22:7). The difficulty with debt is that , i n
a ddition to paying back the principal (the amount borrowe d ) , we also
h ave to pay interest on the outstanding balance. Over the course of a
typical 30-year loan for a house, for ex a m p l e, the borrower pays more
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va ndalism and the like, home insurance is especially important 
if we do not have funds to repair or replace damage. If we have a
p ro p e rty mort gage, l e n d e rs ge n e ra l ly re q u i re insurance to safeg u a rd
their inve s t m e n t .

In this day of mounting costs for medical serv i c e s , health insur-
ance is also vital. Although premiums can be ex p e n s ive, t rying to pay
a s t ronomical bills that can arise from a single accident or illness can
be deva s t ating if we do not have insura n c e.

Since a wide va riety of insurance is ava i l abl e, we have to consider
our individual circumstances in making decisions about the kinds and
l evels of insurance we need.

S a v i n g s
Last but not least, let’s consider savings. Although savings are

often considered a luxury or afterthought, they should be included
in every household budget. The reason is simple: Emergencies and
unexpected expenses will always arise. When we have savings to
cushion the blow, the effects of these surprises are not as devastat-
ing. From this perspective, saving is simply delayed spending.

In addition to having a cushion set aside for emerge n c i e s , t h e re are
m a ny other reasons for saving money : h o m e s , c a rs , p e rsonal items,
e d u c ation and leaving an inheri t a n c e. All of these, of cours e, re q u i re
setting money aside on a regular basis. Self-discipline is one of the
most important ch a ra c t e ristics necessary for accumu l ating we a l t h .

Be awa re that marketing techniques try to focus your mind on the
o p p o s i t e. Th ey encourage you to buy now and pay later and convey 
a “ you deserve it today ” mentality and ap p ro a ch to life. Having the
self-discipline to save, and then to know when it is ap p ro p ri ate to
bu y, is one of the most important principles for successfully bu i l d i n g
up financial re s e rve s .

In the next ch ap t e r, we consider how husbands and wives can
wo rk together in ap p lying some of these basic concep t s .
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for other valid re a s o n s , we should be sure we are able to pay for all
the costs invo l ved with owning a ve h i cl e, i n cluding insura n c e.

Many countries require drivers to carry some form of auto-
mobile insurance. God expects His followers to obey the laws 
of the land (Romans 13:1-7) and to love their fellowman by
covering the cost of accidents or injuries they may cause (Matthew
22:37-39; Exodus 21:18-19). Lack of insurance may leave you 
vulnerable to a huge financial liability should you be involved 
in an accident.

F o o d
The cost of food is a significant portion of a household bu d get. In

ge n e ra l , p u rchasing basic commodities in bulk and prep a ring meals 
at home is ch e aper than buying highly processed items and eating out
at re s t a u rants. Some families find that having a ga rden and purch a s i n g
f ruits and vege t ables in bulk when they are in season are also helpful
in stre t ching their food bu d ge t .

C l o t h i n g
E ve ryone must have cl o t h e s , yet this area also provides opport u n i-

ties for economy. A planned wa rd robe vs. impulsive buying is mu ch
easier on clothing bu d gets. Purchasing go o d - q u a l i t y, but tra d i t i o n a l ly
s t y l e d, clothing will often be the most economical ap p ro a ch in the
long ru n .

Because such clothing will last and remain in style for a long
t i m e, it is less ex p e n s ive over time than clothing of poorer quality 
or fashions that mat ch the latest fad but quick ly go out of style.

I n s u r a n c e
M a ny types of insurance are ava i l able today — l i fe, h o m e, a u t o m o-

bile and health. As the Bible tells us: “A prudent man fo resees ev i l
and hides himself, but the simple pass on and are punished” ( P rove r b s
22:3). Because of the potential for tremendous expense in these are a s ,
e a ch of us has to make important decisions rega rding insura n c e.

C o n c e rning life insura n c e, the time of gre atest need for this insura n c e
is when a fa m i ly has small ch i l d ren. As ch i l d ren leave the home and are
able to provide for themselve s , the need for life insurance lessens.

With the potential for pro p e rty destruction from storm s , fire,
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to cover their financial and moral irresponsibility.
Of cours e, s exual responsibility is not just for teenage rs. Grow n

men and women must also consider the results of their actions. If they
h ave ch i l d ren outside of marri age, h ow will they provide for a ch i l d ’s
financial needs and for the hap py, s t abl e, fat h e r-mother env i ro n m e n t
eve ry child needs?

G o d ’s direction is that sexual re l ations are proper only within
m a rri age (1 Corinthians 6:18; 7:2; 1 Thessalonians 4:3; Heb rew s
13:4). When we fo l l ow God’s command, no babies are born out of
we d l o ck. Thus the financial difficulties that almost always accom-
p a ny such mistakes are eliminat e d. (To understand more about the
S eventh Commandment, please request your free copy of the booklet
The Ten Commandments.)

Fi n a l ly, even marri e d, m at u re adults who have completed their
e d u c ation are wise to plan when to have ch i l d ren. Some pru d e n t
young couples wo rk and accumu l ate financial re s e rves befo re start i n g
their families. Such an ap p ro a ch re flects personal discipline, fo re s i g h t
and a well-designed financial plan.

Caring for childre n

A common complaint in two-income households is the diffi c u l t y
of finding someone to care for the ch i l d ren while both parents are at
wo rk. Many couples, instead of giving their ch i l d ren to stra n ge rs , a re
deciding to care for their own. One parent stays home with the ch i l-
d ren until they are old enough to be in school befo re re t u rning to the
regular wo rk p l a c e. 

When the ex t ra expenses of child care, t ra n s p o rt at i o n , a dd i t i o n a l
cl o t h i n g, e t c. , a re taken into considerat i o n , some families find there is
little diffe rence in their household incomes when one of them re m a i n s
at home to care for their ch i l d re n .

Though some may view this as old-fa s h i o n e d, it is pre c i s e ly the
ap p ro a ch assumed in the Bibl e. The book of Prove r b s , for ex a m p l e,
speaks of a father and mother teaching a child important va l u e s
( P roverbs 1:8; 23:22). One of the simplest and best solutions for ch i l-
d ren is for their own parents to care for them and teach them. Ye t ,
with so many single pare n t s , we understand the practical pro bl e m s
some will fa c e.
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M o n ey in Marri age 

Mo n ey is one of the most fre q u e n t ly cited reasons for confli c t
within marri age. It is not uncommon for both husbands and wive s
to have jobs outside the home—a major ch a n ge from the norm just
a few decades ago when husbands we re expected to be the major
financial prov i d e rs .

With the addition of women in the wo rk p l a c e, h o u s e h o l d
incomes have increased dra m at i c a l ly. Howeve r, this new windfall 
of money has not soothed all financial tension. Ta xes and other
ex p e n s e s , as well as stress leve l s , h ave also soared upwa rd. Fa m i l i e s
still face financial hardship; arguments over money still plague mar-
ri ages. In this ch apter we will consider some of the typical fin a n c i a l
issues couples face and some practical guidelines for re l i eving stre s s
over financial mat t e rs .

Planning childre n
E s t i m ates for the cost of hav i n g, raising and educating a child ru n

into daunting fig u res. Because God instructs families to provide fo r
their own (1 Ti m o t hy 5:8), couples must re a l i ze they take on impor-
tant financial responsibilities when they have ch i l d re n .

Preparation for children is crucial. When children are born out
of wedlock, unexpected questions and problems arise. If the par-
ents are teenagers, can they complete their education? How will
they provide for themselves and the child? If they do not have the
financial resources required, other family members (often parents
and grandparents) or the government will probably be expected 
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It is most important for us to be “ ri ch towa rd God.” We mu s t
m a ke God’s instruction our highest pri o ri t y. Couples who ke ep
these biblical principles in mind may find it easier to share their
p hysical re s o u rc e s .

Working together in marr i a g e
Societal customs gove rning wh i ch mate should handle the fa m i ly

finances are in a state of ch a n ge. In ye a rs gone by some culture s
placed this responsibility upon the husband—a value unders c o red by
basic biblical teaching (Ephesians 5:23). But, although the husband
does have leadership responsibility within marri age, the Bible also
m a kes it clear that wives can contri bute gre at financial wisdom and
skills to the fa m i ly economy (Proverbs 31). 

Sometimes the wife has gre ater financial and bu d ge t a ry skills,
and a wise husband should take note. A wife may be better at main-
taining the ch e cking accounts, balancing the ch e ckbook and pay i n g
the bills, and in such cases the fa m i ly may be better off having her
handle these responsibilities. In a loving and respectful marri age
both part n e rs should discuss major financial decisions and pri o ri t i e s ,
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Sharing re s o u rc e s
For husband and wife to wo rk together fin a n c i a l ly, both must be

willing to share. From the begi n n i n g, G o d ’s instructions have been
t h at “a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his
w i fe, and they shall become one fle s h ” (Genesis 2:24). Later we re a d
t h at husbands should love their wives and wives should submit to
their husbands (Ephesians 5:22, 25). 

Th e re is no room for selfishness in the loving marri age re l at i o n-
ship God desires for eve ry couple. Too often, c o n flicts over money
a rise within marri ages when one mate seeks to gratify his or her
p e rsonal interests befo re meeting the needs of the fa m i ly. Even if
basic needs are met, a rguments can arise over how add i t i o n a l
m o n ey should be spent. When considering how many people in 
the wo rld are bare ly able to surv ive, c o n flict over disposable funds
seems ludicro u s .

D u ring His eart h ly ministry, Jesus Christ was ap p ro a ched by a
p e rson invo l ved in a monetary dispute. “ Then one from the crow d
said to Him, ‘ Te a ch e r, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with
m e.’But He said to him, ‘ M a n , who made Me a judge or an arbitra-
tor over yo u ? ’ And He said to them, ‘ Ta ke heed and bewa re of cov-
e t o u s n e s s , for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of the
things he possesses’” ( L u ke 12:13-15). (See “ The Gre at e s t
I n h e ri t a n c e,” p age 29.)

It is easy for us to give more attention to our personal desires in
this life than to think about the spiritual values we should be learn-
i n g. Jesus illustrated this concept with a parabl e : “‘ The ground of a
c e rtain ri ch man yielded plentifully. And he thought within himself,
s ay i n g, ‘ Wh at shall I do, since I have no room to store my cro p s ? ’S o
he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build gre at e r,
and there I will store all my crops and my goods. And I will say to
my soul, ‘ S o u l , you have many goods laid up for many ye a rs; take
your ease; eat , d ri n k , and be merry.’

“But God said to him, ‘ Fool! This night your soul will be re q u i re d
of you; then whose will those things be wh i ch you have prov i d e d ? ’
So is he who lays up tre a s u re for himself, and is not ri ch towa rd
G o d’” ( L u ke 12:16-21).
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Inheritances include money, land
and other possessions passed fro m
p a rents to children. Even though 
people make wills that leave detailed
i n s t ructions re g a rding the division of
their assets upon their death, fig h t i n g
over inheritances is common. Some
2,000 years ago Jesus Christ was
a p p roached by a man involved in this
kind of controversy (Luke 12:13-15).
Jesus warned against covetousness
and then encouraged wealth “toward
God” (verse 21).

The Bible also describes this richness
t o w a rd God as an inheritance that can
be ours. Paul taught the bre t h ren that

God wanted to give them “an i n h e r i-
t a n c e among all those who are sancti-
fied” (Acts 20:32).

The book of Hebrews speaks of
Jesus Christ as “the Mediator of the
new covenant . . . that those who are
called may receive the promise of the
e t e rnal i n h e r i t a n c e ” ( H e b rews 9:15).

Peter also speaks of “an i n h e r i-
t a n c e i n c o rruptible and undefiled and
that does not fade away, re s e rved in
heaven for you” (1 Peter 1:4). To learn
how you can receive this pre c i o u s
inheritance, please write for our fre e
booklets The Gospel of the Kingdom
and The Road to Eternal Life.

The Greatest Inheritance



Teach Your Children About Finances

Te a ch Your Childre n
About Finances 
“Children are a gift from the LORD; they are a real blessing”
(Psalm 127:3, Today’s English Version). The New King James 
version calls them “a heritage from the LORD.” What a wonderful
privilege it is for parents to raise the next generation!

When God delive red Israel from slave ry in Egypt more than 3,000
ye a rs ago , He was interested in the future of the adults a n d their 
ch i l d ren. He wanted the Israelites to take root in their new land and
p rosper for many ge n e rations. This is why He rep e at e d ly told the
I s raelites to care f u l ly teach their ch i l d ren the things He had taught
them (Deutero n o my 4:9-10, 40; 5:29; 6:2-9; 11:18-21).

When we learn to handle our money according to God’s instru c-
t i o n s , God expects us to share our know l e d ge with our ch i l d ren so
t h ey, t o o , can be bl e s s e d. With God’s pers p e c t ive in mind, let us con-
sider some ways parents can teach their ch i l d ren to pro p e rly manage
their fin a n c e s .

H ow early can ch i l d ren begin the process of learning about money ?
Th e re is no set age, but ex p e rience indicates that as soon as they learn
to use money they can learn fundamental principles about managing it.

M o d e rn marketing effo rt s , for ex a m p l e, do not ex clude ch i l d re n .
C h i l d re n ’s television programs often contain adve rtising aimed
d i re c t ly at yo u n g s t e rs. A dve rt i s e rs wo rk to cre ate desire for their 
t oys and other pro d u c t s .
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t h e n , a c c o rding to the biblical model, the husband should make the
final judgment.

Although couples will have to determine for themselves who han-
dles wh i ch financial re s p o n s i b i l i t i e s , it is especially important for them
to remember God’s instruction that they tre at each other with love and
respect (1 Peter 3:1-7). When these principles are employe d, a hus-
band and wife can wo rk as a team to we ather financial diffi c u l t i e s
instead of turning on each other.

In summary, couples can gre at ly reduce their conflicts over money
by planning when to have ch i l d ren and how to care for them, agre e-
ing how to ap p o rtion their re s o u rces and learning to wo rk together to
attain their financial go a l s .
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count his money befo re discussing wh i ch items might be purch a s e d
n ow and wh i ch will re q u i re more savings. Let him decide if he wa n t s
to purchase a less-ex p e n s ive item on his list or wait to accumu l at e
m o re money for a costlier item. When he is re a dy to make a pur-
ch a s e, t a ke him to the store and help him count out the money to
m a ke the tra n s a c t i o n .

While at the store, it is not uncommon for ch i l d ren to decide they
want something that costs more than they can affo rd. When this
o c c u rs , l oving parents will ge n e ra l ly decline to provide the ex t ra
funds. It may seem like a tough lesson for a child to learn , but many
things about life are better learned early when the consequences are
m i n o r. The same lesson applies when ch i l d ren spend all of their
m o n ey on one item and then do not have additional funds for other
things they would like. Experience is an effe c t ive teach e r.

As ch i l d ren become more conscious of time, p a rents can point
out how long it will take them to accumu l ate the same amount of
m o n ey again in their bank. This teaches the va l u able concept of
planning for purch a s e s .

This process does take a lot of time, but the result is wo rth it.
C h i l d ren who learn to manage money at an early age will be spare d
some hard lessons later in life when the consequences are gre at e r.

Older childre n

As ch i l d ren mat u re, their allowance can be increased and they can
be given the responsibility of purchasing certain personal items. Some
p a rents find it helpful to give their older ch i l d ren a clothing allowa n c e
at regular times throughout the ye a r — s u ch as the beginning of a
s chool ye a r.

Th ey allow their ch i l d ren to choose the clothes they want to pur-
chase with that money, as long as it fits mu t u a l ly agreed-upon style
guidelines. Although poor choices can lead to a limited sch o o l
wa rd ro b e, t h i s , t o o , can be an effe c t ive teaching tool. It is better to let
ch i l d ren live with the consequences of their decisions at this age than
for parents to bail them out fin a n c i a l ly and deny them the opport u n i t y
of learning a va l u able lesson.

S aving money is another important concept parents need to teach
their ch i l d ren. One way to do this is to open a savings account in the
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Since ch i l d ren are exposed to adve rtising and ex p e rience desire s
for va rious mat e rial go o d s , it makes sense for them also to begi n
l e a rning about money management. Understanding basic monetary
c o n c epts can be a va l u able blessing that lasts a life t i m e.

Consider giving an allowance
C h i l d ren can begin to learn some principles of financial manage-

ment if parents are willing to invest the time it takes to teach them.
One way to do this is to start giving ch i l d ren an allowance after 
t h ey learn to count. The amount of money does not have to be large ;
even small amounts can provide important opportunities for teach i n g
va l u able lessons.

A l l owances for young ch i l d ren should be given reg u l a rly, at a set
time such as once a week. Help your ch i l d ren learn to manage their
a l l owance by depositing it in a safe place such as a toy bank, a wa l l e t
or even a jar. This is an excellent time to teach them God’s pri n c i p l e s
of tithing. Have your child put aside his tithes in a sep a rate container.
E a ch time ch i l d ren re c e ive their allowa n c e, t h ey should be helped in
d e t e rmining and setting aside their tithes. Th ey can also count wh at is
in their bank each time they add to it.

Opinions va ry on whether allowances should be tied to ch o re s .
Some feel it’s good to give a set amount with the concept in mind that
basic ch o res should be done by eve ryone in the fa m i ly. Others like to
tie allowances to specific ch o res such as making one’s bed, cl e a n i n g
o n e ’s room and washing dishes. Others use a mixture of the two with
a set amount that increases for certain ch o res. Wh at ever ap p ro a ch a
fa m i ly employ s , l e a rning to manage the allowa n c e, and showing that
wo rk has its rewa rd s , is wh e re the real value lies for young people

Financial planning
To lay a simple fo u n d ation for bu d geting as an adult, ch i l d ren can

l e a rn to eva l u ate and plan their purchases. One way to do this is to
h ave ch i l d ren make a list of items they would like to bu y. These may
be small items such as sticke rs , g u m , s n a ck foods or special toy s .
Pa re n t s , of cours e, should monitor choices to make sure they are safe
and ap p ro p ri at e.

The next time you go to a store that carries the items on the list,
h ave your child re c o rd the prices. When back at home, h ave him
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Financial Black Holes

is cre d i t , i n cluding its benefits and potential pitfalls. Regre t t ably, m a ny
adults have not yet learned these lessons (see “ Financial Black Holes,”
p age 36). If you have learned to use credit wisely, t e a ching your ch i l-
d ren this info rm ation will put them ye a rs and perhaps thousands of
d o l l a rs ahead in life.

It is also wise for older teens to learn how to plan for re t i re m e n t .
P roverbs 13:22 says it is a good man who leaves an inheritance to his
gra n d ch i l d ren. This means there must be some fo rethought and plan-
ning about finances to provide for one’s needs later in life.

Those who begin putting funds into a re t i rement account early in
their wo rking career usually see their re t i rement fund grow to a mu ch
l a rger value than those of people who wait until their 40s (see “ Th e
Power of Compounding,” p age 34).

Some adults have been shocked with an alarming wa ke-up call 
in their 40s or even 50s when they re a l i ze they have not suffi c i e n t ly
planned for their re t i rement ye a rs. Wo u l d n ’t it be mu ch better to
h ave learned that lesson and been educated about the importance 
of planning for that stage of life while still young? 

The best time to plan for re t i rement is at an early age when inve s t-
ments have more time to grow. Companies offe ring financial pro d u c t s ,
s u ch as life insurance and mutual funds, sometimes offer fin a n c i a l
a dvice and assistance to young people. Although it is beyond the scope
of this booklet to list these re s o u rc e s , a few phone calls to some of
these kinds of businesses can help those who wish to learn more.

C h i l d ren are blessed when they have parents who love them and
t e a ch them how to manage their money. Proverbs 22:6 say s , “ Tra i n
up a child in the way he should go , and when he is old he will not
d ep a rt from it.” Ta ke this proverb to heart and teach your ch i l d ren the
p rinciples of money management. Yo u , and they, can be blessed by
your effo rt s .
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ch i l d ’s name. Depending on a pare n t ’s ex p e rt i s e, older ch i l d ren can also
be taught about other types of savings and investments such as money -
m a rket accounts, s t o ck s , b o n d s , mutual funds and precious metals.

Teens can learn how to eva l u ate and tra ck the value of these kinds
of savings and assets. Th ey can also learn the value of compounding
i n t e rest and learn to set aside funds for the inev i t able emerge n c i e s
t h at occur in eve ryo n e ’s life.

Another especially important area older ch i l d ren need to unders t a n d
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Many people don’t realize the
power of compounding and the
e ffect of time. Preparing for re t i re-
ment is best done early in life rather
than later. 

Consider the hypothetical case of
t h ree people—Aaron, Bob and Carl.
A a ron begins to save for re t i rement 
at age 20 and saves only $2,000 per
year for 10 years. Carl doesn’t begin
saving for re t i rement until age 40 and
contributes $2,000 each year until he
reaches age 65. Bob begins saving at
age 30 and continues adding $2,000

each year until age 65.  
Neither of the last two will have as

much at re t i rement as Aaron, thanks
to the power of compounding.  

Assuming a growth rate of 8 per-
cent each year, as the chart below
shows, both Bob and Carl will con-
tribute considerably more than
A a ron, but will end up with fro m
about $100,000 to $300,000 less at
age 65—and Aaron can stop con-
tributing at age 30. The reason is the
power of compounding. It pays to
begin saving early.

The Power of Compounding

Example of Compounding of Savings at 8 Perc e n t

$ 6 0 0 , 0 0 0

$ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0

$ 4 0 0 , 0 0 0

$ 3 0 0 , 0 0 0

$ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0

$ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0

$ 0

A a ron begins saving
at age 20, saves

$2,000 for 10 years
(sets aside $20,000)

Bob begins saving 
at age 30, saves

$2,000 for 35 years
(sets aside $70,000)

Carl begins saving 
at age 40, saves

$2,000 for 25 years
(sets aside $50,000)



Financial Black
Holes 

Pe r h aps you have heard the humorous definition of a boat. It is a
hole in the water into wh i ch one pours money. This view re flects the
f ru s t ration that can arise over uncontrolled or unplanned expenses that
can accompany ow n e rship of a boat .

Of cours e, m a ny pertinent examples could be used to descri b e
unwise drains on our financial re s o u rces. The prophet Hagga i
d e s c ribed it as putting one’s money in a bag with holes in it (Hagga i
1:6). Along similar lines, a s t ro n o m e rs speak of bl a ck holes in the uni-
ve rse that suck up the mat t e r, and even light, in their surro u n d i n g
a reas. In this ch apter we will consider some financial bl a ck holes that
can undermine and sab o t age our financial planning.

C redit card s
One of the gre atest financial conveniences is credit cards. Besides

e l i m i n ating the need for the inconvenience of carrying cash, c re d i t
c a rds make it possible to buy goods and services at distant locat i o n s
via phone and the Internet. If one pays off all cre d i t - c a rd ch a rges each
m o n t h , t h e re is no fee to the card h o l d e r. The service is paid fo r
t h rough fees assessed to merchants who accept the card in lieu of
cash or a bank ch e ck .

When one does not completely pay off the balance each month,
h oweve r, little plastic cards quick ly turn from love ly conve n i e n c e s

into financial bl a ck holes. Some of the highest interest rates allowe d
by law are assessed on balances that are not paid off but carried ove r
f rom month to month.

M a ny people use their cards so fre q u e n t ly they are actually
spending credit rather than spending income. In the United Stat e s
c re d i t - c a rd debt is the fa s t e s t - growing portion of consumer deb t .
I t ’s no coincidence that bankru p t cy filings are growing alongside
consumer deb t .

When people make only the minimum payment (often 2 perc e n t
of the balance) each month, the cost of each item ch a rged to a
c redit card almost doubles by the time the debt is paid off. In the
long run we are mu ch better off waiting until we have saved up the
p u rchase price of an item befo re buying it rather than financing it
with a credit card.

The best way to use credit cards is to pay off the entire balance
eve ry month. For those who need to borrow money, other options
( s u ch as mort gage s , home-equity loans and car loans) are often ava i l-
able with lower interest rates than those usually offe red thro u g h
c redit card s .

Late fees
Some cre d i t o rs impose late fees for bills that are not paid on time.

In the case of utilities, reconnection fees can be ch a rged if serv i c e s
a re shut off because bills have not been paid. These kinds of fees can
be avoided simply by making sure bills are paid when due.

Eating out
Instead of prep a ring and eating meals at home, m a ny people

choose to eat out. Growing nu m b e rs of re s t a u rants are taking
a dva n t age of this tre n d. Even gro c e ry stores are re c ognizing and
responding to the desire for more convenience foods that re q u i re
little prep a rat i o n .

Although the convenience is at t ra c t ive, e s p e c i a l ly when both a
husband and wife wo rk outside the home, this practice almost alway s
a dds considerable expense to the food bu d get. Sometimes eating out
is justified or a helpful ch a n ge of pace, but care should be taken to
m i n i m i ze the pra c t i c e.
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The most economical way to make one’s food bu d get stre t ch the
fa rthest is to buy food in bulk and prep a re it at home. This also go e s
for taking lunches to wo rk instead of purchasing meals. Eating out is
e n j oyable and sometimes a good decision when both husband and
w i fe are tired from long days at wo rk , but a price must be paid fo r
this pleasure.

E n t e rt a i n m e n t
Doing things that are fun is an important part of life, and eve ry

bu d get should include some funds for this purp o s e. Unch e cke d
spending in this are a , h oweve r, can quick ly deva s t ate even the most
c a re f u l ly prep a red bu d get. Entertainment does not have to be ex p e n-
s ive. With careful planning, e n j oyable activities such as visiting
p a rk s , hiking and attending free concerts can be incorp o rated into 
an entertainment bu d ge t .

Impulse buying
Although many other financial bl a ck holes could be identifie d, a

common pro blem is impulse bu y i n g, wh i ch is simply uncontro l l e d
s p e n d i n g. When this hap p e n s , some people are tempted to say that
bu d geting does not wo rk for them or that a bu d get ruins their fun.
B u d ge t s , h oweve r, a re simply plans for spending our money, and we
alone choose how we will spend it.

Impulse buying is an important basis for many sales. A dve rt i s e rs
u n d e rstand that the desire for instant grat i fic ation is a powerful influ-
e n c e, and they often urge us to buy their products so we will fe e l
good about ours e l ves. We may even be told that we “ d e s e rve ” t o
h ave their pro d u c t s .

Instead of making snap decisions, the Consumer Cre d i t
Counseling Service of Sacra m e n t o , C a l i fo rn i a , recommends setting
spending limits we will not exceed without thinking about the deci-
sion ove rnight. Nor should we use shopping as entertainment. Th i s
s e rvice also suggests consumers go through a short list of questions
b e fo re making a purchase (see “A Buying Self-Te s t ,” p age 39).

Identifying financial black holes
One of the easiest ways to identify areas that drain our fin a n c i a l

re s o u rces is to look cl o s e ly at the things we bu y. By ke eping re c o rd s

of our ex p e n d i t u res for one or more months and totaling them by cat-
ego ry (housing, fo o d, cl o t h i n g, e n t e rt a i n m e n t , e t c. ) , we can see wh i ch
a reas consume the most money. These are the areas we can then
examine for ways to economize and manage our spending.

Wh at do we do when our bu d get is full of bl a ck holes? Such a
s i t u ation calls for immediate and decisive action.

In Case of Emerg e n c y
O c c a s i o n a l ly eve ryone incurs unexpected expenses. Cars and

appliances break down and must be rep a i red or rep l a c e d. Medical
e m e rgencies re q u i ring ex t ra funds can stri ke without wa rn i n g.
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B e f o re committing to a purchase, give yourself this self-test to determ i n e
whether your purchase would be a wise decision.

1. Do I really need this?

2. Is the price re a s o n a b l e ?

3. Is this the best time of year to buy?

4. If this is a bargain, is it a current or suitable model?

5. If it’s on sale, is the price a true sale?

6. Am I sure no less-expensive item can be substituted?

7. Am I sure there are no major disadvantages?

8. If excessive in price, will it truly satisfy an inner need?

9. Have I comparison-shopped for price and quality?

10. Have I allowed for this item in my spending plan?

11. Do I know the seller’s re p u t a t i o n ?

12. Does the seller offer any special services with this item?

Scoring: 9-11 yes answers: Consider buying the item. 6-8 yes answers:
Think again. Fewer than 6: Forget it! (Consumer Credit Counseling Serv i c e
of Sacramento, California, www. c c c s s a c t o . o rg, “Library of Helpful Money
Tips, Controlling Impulse Buying”).

A Buying Self-Te s t
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Although tempora ry situations can be cove red through sav i n g s ,
h abitual ex c e s s ive spending re q u i res special at t e n t i o n .

Wh at can we do when we find ours e l ves in a pro l o n ged fin a n c i a l
c risis? How does one plug up financial bl a ck holes and reve rse poor
m o n e t a ry decisions? Here are a few steps that can help re s o l ve some
l o n g - t e rm financial diffi c u l t i e s .

The first step for someone who wants to stru c t u re his life accord-
ing to God’s instruction is to ask Him for wisdom in setting fin a n c i a l
p ri o rities and for the self-discipline that will be needed to carry out 
a sensible plan of re c ove ry. James 1:5 say s , “If any of you lacks 
w i s d o m , let him ask of God, who gives to all libera l ly and without
rep ro a ch , and it will be given to him.”

When our spending exceeds income, common sense tells us of
o n ly two solutions to the pro blem. Fi rs t , we must increase our
i n c o m e, o r, s e c o n d, d e c rease our spending. In some cases we may 
be able to do things on the job that will increase our salary. Other
options include taking a tempora ry second job or starting an add i-
tional part-time bu s i n e s s , but these options may bring unwanted side
e ffects to a couple or fa m i ly. 

If we cannot increase income, the altern at ive is to cut expenses. We
can do this by controlling the typical financial bl a ck holes mentioned
in the previous ch apter and by care f u l ly analyzing each ex p e n s e.
Expenses that are necessities—such as fo o d, clothing and housing—
could possibly be cut back. Expenses for luxuri e s , ones we can live
w i t h o u t , a re candidates for drastic reduction or eliminat i o n .

I d e a l ly, when facing a cash-flow pro bl e m , we should strive to
i n c rease income a n d d e c rease expenses. Striving to incorp o rate both
of these principles yields the fastest re s u l t s .

Avoiding bankru p t c y

Some people facing financial difficulty assume bankru p t cy is the
simple solution to their pro blem. Genera l ly speaking, h oweve r, o n e
should try to avoid it if at all possibl e. 

Sometimes viable altern at ives to filing bankru p t cy can be fo u n d.
Ti m e ly commu n i c ation with cre d i t o rs can result in tempora ri ly 
l owe red interest rates and payments. Sometimes consolidation loans,
in wh i ch all outstanding debts are lumped together for a single
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m o n t h ly pay m e n t , can be helpful remedies if the interest rate is lowe r
than that of the other deb t s .

A dd i t i o n a l ly, c re d i t o rs will occasionally accept settlement plans in
wh i ch they re c e ive a perc e n t age of the balance due (usually after the
account is past due) as payment in full. In such cases a creditor may
decide that partial payment is better than no pay m e n t .

In addition to studying personal money manage m e n t , one can
often find nonpro fit orga n i z ations such as the Consumer Cre d i t
Counseling Service ([800] 388-2227 in the United States) with free 
or low - p riced services to help find altern at ives to bankru p t cy and
wo rk out fin a n c i a l - re c ove ry plans.

When bankruptcy is the only option

Sometimes people get so far in debt they may have no other ch o i c e
than to file bankru p t cy. This should be a last re s o rt , after all other
methods for resolving a financial pro blem are ex h a u s t e d. Bankru p t cy
has a negat ive affect upon one’s ability to obtain credit. Laws va ry
f rom country to country. Ap p ro p ri ate legal advice should be sought 
if one chooses this course of action.

Although bankru p t cy can leave people feeling ashamed and
e m b a rra s s e d, we should understand that God re c og n i zed there wo u l d
be times when people made mistakes or encountered circ u m s t a n c e s
t h at brought them to financial ruin. Mistakes can be re c t i fied and
lessons can be learned through all of life ’s ex p e ri e n c e s .

In compassion, God gave the nation of ancient Israel some impor-
tant principles designed to help those in financial crisis. Th e s e
i n cluded not ch a rging usury (Exodus 22:25) or looking disparagi n g ly
on the poor (Exodus 23:3). Po rtions of fields and vineya rds we re to
be left for them to glean (Leviticus 19:10; 23:22). Israel was to take
c a re of its poor (Leviticus 25:35).

Moses explained these principles this way : “If there is among
you a poor man of your bre t h re n , within any of the gates in yo u r
land wh i ch the LO R D your God is giving yo u , you shall not hard e n
your heart nor shut your hand from your poor bro t h e r, but you shall
open your hand wide to him and willingly lend him sufficient fo r
his need, wh at ever he needs. Bewa re lest there be a wicked thought
in your heart , s ay i n g, ‘ The seventh ye a r, the year of re l e a s e, is at

Managing Your Finances4 0



Seeking God’s Blessings 4 3Managing Your Finances4 2

h a n d,’and your eye be evil against your poor brother and you give
him nothing, and he cry out to the LO R D against yo u , and it become
sin among you. 

“ You shall sure ly give to him, and your heart should not be gri eve d
when you give to him, because for this thing the LO R D your God will
bless you in all your wo rks and in all to wh i ch you put your hand. Fo r
the poor will never cease from the land; there fo re I command yo u ,
s ay i n g, ‘ You shall open your hand wide to your bro t h e r, to your poor
and your needy, in your land’” ( D e u t e ro n o my 15:7-11).

The same ch apter tells us that debts we re canceled eve ry seve n
ye a rs (ve rses 1-4), giving each person an opportunity to be freed of
the bu rden of perpetual debt. God well understood that poor fin a n c i a l
decision-making and pove rty are perpetual pro blems and made prov i-
sion for people to start afresh. Bankru p t cy may be an option to allow
someone to start ove r.

Although times have ch a n ged since these instructions we re give n ,
the principles of tre ating those in need with dignity and respect re m a i n .

Seeking God’s
Blessings 

God placed us on this planet (among other reasons) to be pro d u c-
t ive, s h ow initiat ive and develop our gifts so we could support our-
s e l ve s , our fa m i ly and others in need.

D i l i ge n t ly ap p lying the fo regoing principles of economic we l l -
being is essential for financial success. Howeve r, to seek a successful
outcome in our daily endeavo rs , we must also have God’s blessings 
in our undert a k i n g s .

We should heed the wo rds of wise King Solomon: “ Trust in the
LO R D with all your heart , and lean not on your own understanding; 
in all your ways ack n ow l e d ge Him, and He shall direct your pat h s ”
( P roverbs 3:5-6).

The Bible makes it possible for us to glean God’s thoughts on eve ry
major area of life. God is an ex p e rt on the human condition. He know s
wh at we lack , and He knows wh at we need. He knows we need His
help in making important monetary decisions and in ke eping our
financial houses in ord e r.

Biblical guidance
As we have seen, the Bible is full of sound advice about money

m at t e rs. It even cautions us not to be so concerned about them that
we seri o u s ly neglect other important aspects of our life. Our dep e n-
dence is to be on God and not on money. “ Wh e re your tre a s u re is,”
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wa rned Chri s t , “ t h e re your heart will be also” ( M at t h ew 6:21). Is yo u r
h e a rt—and your tre a s u re — – focused pri m a ri ly on things of this life,
or is it focused on God in heave n ?

The Scri p t u res teach us not to set our heart on ri ches but to help
people in ge nuine need and ge n e ro u s ly support the wo rk of shari n g
G o d ’s truth with others. Such pri o rities are an important part of 
l oving our neighbors as ours e l ve s .

We should seek to live a balanced life, putting our finances into
p roper pers p e c t ive. One of the ancients asked God: “ G ive me nei-
ther pove rty nor ri ch e s — feed me with the food allotted to me”
( P roverbs 30:8).

Using our re s o u rces pro p e r l y
In the preceding page s , we have seen that money of itself is neither

good nor evil. It is a tool we use throughout our lives to accomplish
tasks and goals. The way we use our money is important to God
because it demonstrates our pri o ri t i e s .

God sees whether we honor Him with the blessings He gives us,
h ow we care for our families and how we tre at the poor. As ex c i t i n g
as our physical life can be, it pales in comparison with the gift of
eve rlasting life our Cre ator offe rs us (Romans 8:18).

God promises that obeying Him in this life has value for the pre s-
ent and future (1 Ti m o t hy 4:8). May God bless you as you confo rm 
to His will.

We all need to hear good news occa-
s i o n a l l y. It helps us through the diff i c u l-

ties of everyday life and gives us confidence to face
the future. So why not receive it free of charg e ?

The Good News magazine will give you hope for an uncert a i n
f u t u re and show you the Bible’s solutions for the crises we see in
the news and the difficulties you face in life. Subscribe today to
receive the following:

➤ Six thought-provoking issues a year—f ree as long as
you'd like.

➤ L e a rn how the Bible provides guidance for every d a y
challenges and decisions.

➤ Practical articles help you build strong marriages and
f a m i l i e s .

➤ L e a rn to make sense of world news and events.

➤ L e a rn what the future holds for you and the entire
w o r l d .

Mail the card included in this booklet or write to:

The Good News, Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027

All literature published by the United Church of God, 
an International Association, is provided to the public free for the asking.

S u b s c r i b e
F R E E

Beyond the troubled headlines of today,
t h e re ’s a bright f u t u re in store for you,
your family and the world. Discover it,

absolutely free, in The Good News m a g a z i n e .



is so important to our relationship with God.
• The foundation of right human behavior is the Ten Command-

ments. But why are they so important? What makes them any diff e r-
ent from any other rules or guidelines? Do they have a deeper
meaning that most people miss? Be sure to request your free copy 
of The Ten Commandments.

• Is this the only time for salvation? Are those who are not tru e
Christians destined for eternal punishment? Does God have a timetable
for working with all of humanity? Call or write for the free booklets
What Happens After Death? and G o d ’s Holy Day Plan: The Promise of
Hope for All Mankind to discover the wonderful truth about God’s
plan for humanity.

• What is the true gospel Jesus Christ taught and commanded His
C h u rch to proclaim to the world? Is it possible that most of Christianity
accepts and teaches a diff e rent gospel from the one Jesus Christ
taught? Request your free copy of The Gospel of the Kingdom to dis-
cover the answers.

• The United Church of God, an International Association, draws its
beliefs and practices from the Scriptures. If you would like to learn
m o re about our beliefs and their biblical foundation, you’ll find them
summarized in the booklet Fundamental Beliefs of the United Churc h
of God. We’ll be glad to send you a free copy.

All literature published by the United Church of God, 
an International Association, is provided to the public free for the asking.

Does the Bible offer practical help for dealing with the common
challenges and questions of life? Is it, as it claims to be, a practi-
cal, timeless book offering divine guidance from our Cre a t o r ?

The United Church of God, an International Association, has pro d u c e d
many clear, easy-to-read booklets on basic topics to help you under-
stand what the Bible teaches. You need to discover for yourself what
the Bible really s a y s. And don’t take our word for it—look it up in the
pages of your own Bible and p rove for yourself what it teaches. A l l
booklets are yours free for the asking when you contact one of our
o ffices. As always, there is never any cost or obligation, and no one
will call on you.

• The Bible is the foundation for Christianity. But is it really the
i n s p i red Wo rd of God? Can you know for sure? How can you under-
stand the Bible? Be sure to request Is the Bible Tru e ? and How to
Understand the Bible, which address these vital questions.

• What is the purpose of human life? Are we here for a re a s o n ?
Does the Bible provide answers for these questions? What does the
Bible mean when it talks about repentance and conversion? Request
your free copy of the booklets What Is Your Destiny? and The Road to
E t e rnal Life to discover the answers.

• To understand which day is the biblical Sabbath—the day set
aside in the Bible for regular weekly rest and worship serv i c e s —
write or call for your free copy of Sunset to Sunset: God’s Sabbath
R e s t. You’ll also learn why God wants His people to assemble
together and why this most neglected of the Ten Commandments

Practical Help in Troubling Ti m e s .

F ree for the Asking!



MAILING ADDRESSES
United States: United Church of God, an International Association 

P.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027,  U.S.A.
Phone: (513) 576-9796 Fax: (513) 576-9795

Web site address: http://www. u c g . o rg

Australia: United Church of God–Australia 
GPO Box 535, Brisbane, Qld. 4001, Australia   

Phone: 07 55 202 111   Free call: 1800 356 202
Fax: 07 55 202 122

Web site address: http://www. u c g - a u s . o rg . a u
E-mail: ucg@b022.aone.net.au

Bahamas: United Church of God   
P.O. Box N8873, Nassau, Bahamas   

Phone: (242) 324-3169   Fax: (242) 364-5566

British Isles: United Church of God
P.O. Box 4052, Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK13 7ZF,  England

Phone: 0181-386-8467   Fax: 01257-453978

Canada: United Church of God–Canada   
Box 144, Station D, Etobicoke, ON M9A 4X1, Canada

Phone: (416) 231-9379, (800) 338-7779   
Fax: (416) 231-8238  Web site address: http://www. u c g . c a

F rench-speaking areas: United Church of God
P.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027,  U.S.A.

Phone: (513) 576-9796 Fax: (513) 576-9795

G e rmany: Ve reinte Kirche Gottes/Gute Nachrichten
Postfach 30 15 09, D-53195 Bonn, Germ a n y
Phone: 0228-9454636 Fax: 0228-9454637

Italy: La Buona Notizia, Chiesa di Dio Unita
Casella Postale 187, 24100 Bergamo, Italy.

Phone: 0039-035583474   Fax: 0039-035582140
Web site address: http://www. l a b u o n a n o t i z i a . o rg

New Zealand: United Church of God   
P.O. Box 22, Auckland 1030, New Zealand 

South Africa: United Church of God   
P.O. Box 4345, 2125 Randburg, South Africa   
Phone: 011 886-4650   Fax: 011 886-7610
Web site address: http://www. u c g . o rg . z a

Spanish-speaking areas: United Church of God  
P.O. Box 458, Big Sandy, TX 75755, U.S.A.   

Phone: (903) 636-4928

M F / 9 9 0 3 / 1 . 0


